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An ecological expedition was conducted across the alpine region of western Himalaya, from June to October 2004, to
assess the conservation status of alpine meadows, current land use practices, patterns of plant species diversity and
wildlife use. This paper deals with the findings pertaining to pastoral practices, abundance of wild mammals and status
of alpine meadows under varying intensity of livestock grazing. Barring 3-4 protected areas (PAs), most of the alpine
meadows were heavily grazed during summer. Abundance of wild mammals was very low in heavily grazed and
degraded PAs. Unless management authorities rationalize livestock grazing, in consultation with the local communities,
several PAs would fail to meet conservation objectives, and alpine meadows would further degrade, leading to
environmental disaster in the region.
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