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EIACP (Environmental Information, Awareness,
Capacity Building and Livelihood Programme) is
a network of subject-specific centres located in
various institutions throughout India. The focal
point of the 54 EIACP centres in India is at the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, New Delhi, which further serves as the
Regional Service Centre (RSC) for INFOTERRA,
the global information network of the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to
cater to environment information needs in the
South Asian sub-region. The primary objective
of all EIACP centres is to collect, collate, store
and disseminate environment-related
information to various user groups, including
researchers, policy planners, and decision
makers.

The EIACP Resource Partner (formerly known as
ENVIS) on Avian Ecology at the Bombay Natural
History Society was set up in June 1996 to
serve as a source of information on Avian
Ecology.

Objectives of the EIACP Centre at BNHS

1) To establish and maintain database on Avian
Ecology.

2) Publish and distribute BUCEROS and other
informative products.

3) To upload database on Data Resource Centre
by using internet and provide knowledge to the
users.

4) Spread information on birds through doubt
clearance service and organise workshops.

5) To conduct various certificate courses under
Green Skill Development Programme (GSDP).

6) Conduct capacity building programmes
approved by the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC).

7) Organize mass awareness campaigns and
activities on Mission LiFE as per the direction of
MoEF&CC
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Preface
Director, Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS)

The Lesser Florican is a remarkable bird of India's
grasslands, whose leaps and breeding display amaze us
time and again. It's not just a species, but a symbol of the
vitality and fragility of the landscapes it calls home.
When it rises into the air, it gently reminds us how
beautiful and vulnerable nature's celebration truly is.

BNHS has played a leading role in the conservation of
this bird. Surveys of its distribution and ecology in the
grasslands of Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh have
provided a strong scientific foundation for policymakers.
Systematic research undertaken in collaboration with
the Madhya Pradesh Forest Department has revealed the
true status of this endangered species. In the Shokaliya
landscape of Rajasthan, we worked to establish
community reserves, so that local communities become
active partners in this shared conservation journey.

Our efforts extend beyond research. BNHS has
consistently advocated for placing grassland
conservation on the national agenda. In this regard, in
collaboration with the Rajasthan State Biodiversity
Board (RSBB), initiatives have been undertaken to notify
the Shokaliya landscape as a Biodiversity Heritage Site.
This step will not only secure a safe habitat for the
Lesser Florican but also ensure long-term protection for
the entire grassland ecosystem.

The Bombay Natural History Society, in partnership with
Gorewada Zoo, Nagpur, Maharashtra, has also launched a
Conservation Breeding Programme for the Lesser
Florican. This effort is vital for the species’ long-term
survival, as it aims to counter population decline in its
natural habitat and improve the chances of successful
reintroduction in the future.

This book reflects that institutional vision in which
science, policy, and society come together to view
conservation as a collective responsibility. It aims to help
readers better understand the life of the Lesser Florican,
its extraordinary displays, and the challenges it faces.
This narrative goes beyond the protection of a single bird
and speaks to the protection of our grasslands, our
biodiversity, and the future of our environment.

“The spectacular leaps of the Lesser Florican are more
than a breeding ritual; they symbolise our shared
determination to uphold conservation”.

AT
TR, A AR fgwdl |iwrsét (BNHS)

TR (Lesser Florican) YTRd & 919 & A& &l a6 37gd Uefl 8,
gt Teril SR US4 I g8 IR-aR fafda ed &1 78 Fhaet T
USIItd T8, afceh gAR Rkged &t Siidaar SR ATSehdl & Udih gl
9 Tg SThIRT B ISeldT 5, dt ITh! IS g Ig 1G feeArelt & foh
TIpfl T Il fehaT e R fohaTT SrRfara 2

BNHS = 39 ueft & @zeror # smoft sfffesr A 81 Io=e SR
T USRM & 919 & A | 39 fadrur ok uiRfRAfadht iR gaR
gderorf 3 Hfa-FRafaret &t sl smaR ueH fohar g1 Tea uesr av
faumT & a1y e fohy U coafRrd sreoaAT = 39 Yeheud UeTid
I ardfaen Rt ISR fohar 81 T & Miehrferar uRgea |
& IEIfde TRfAT &5 wfd et Y feam & st fora 8, arfes
ST TG GR&T0T i 39 AT H Wiehd YFfER o |

BHR UATH hdel STHYT deh AT 81 81 BNHS = araf# Refor
&l TP Toler § aR & Y R adred & g1 s @ b,
IS AT o9 fafdear aig (RSBB) & 91y e [Mepiferar
uRgea @t S fafdear eRigr =i« (Biodiversity Heritage Site)
it & Fi fGam 7 uger Y 718 &1 g HeH 7 hdd GIHR & g
fea smare gRfga e, sfer R o oikfAfadhr 95 @t
EleienTieleh TRETUT UGTH |

G 1Y g, BNHS 7 Rarsr urofisa™, IR, JeRg & g
ATt WRHR & TRETUT Ui shrdshd (Conservation Breeding
Programme) &t &3Td Y 8| Ig Ugdd 39 USTId o drechlfeich
e & fIg s1ia Agyuf 8, ifch a8 rehfaes 3rmare # gedt
&1 Gt Aferd St SR Jiasy # gAaig dhl dHTeHTe st Feigd
A T AT TR &t &

g Y&ach ST TR gfRehlvr o fgwar 8—srgl fagm, Hifa sik
oIS AR TRe10T ol g1 et ad &1 39T 32T &
UTSeh WRAR o Sfiad, IHehT 3egd STl 3R IHeh TREM0T & &t
AT ot TeTE § WS | T8 Fhaet Tep el i &1 Y e A8l g,
gfcsh BAR 919 & AeFl, gART o9 fAfdear ok gaR yafaroft
ufersg &Y e Y Hgr Bl

"TRAR &l BAT hael USTH bl I ol &, o gHR TR&IUT Jehed
& Sfida srfveafh &1
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3MTSA F 319! U TR & 9
Come, let me tell you
everything about myself!"

BIRD

R e AT R T

Listen to my story—I

74 EF%I.T qﬁq o was here even before
o et &, 7w off you existed. | was

oI, S 9 m TR T here when you arrived

aa oft & o, oo oft and settled, and even

a9 g, AR T Ay today, we are

a1 ¢ sifag & together. And so, | will
FATH SO It share my joys and
tier, arfes ag ey pains with you, so
3R AT gt 9h that this bond may

strengthen."
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1. °TH & A& &1 Teh SRAT elh |

# § R TeiiRend, Ord 3=t & T WRAR hgd §- R 1 Te9 Biel IS | & o Siredt a1 g d
ol 35T, dfceh I el U1 o AGH! H S9dT § SiT STeh1RT o 12 Wi STt 91ex i g et gid &1 &
HTCT g, el 3R BICHT §, AFYA H TS o ol 91 o A<M J 317d1 g, & A<M af §aT gt s
Y M TEd 8, TT TR TR R IBAd I & AT ITH Teh R THh IR ATt g1 A SeANT 3R Ghri
Y fhar ot &1U19R &l 38R ST €, 3R HEERTR AR Wl ol 37THE oid 817

TR

Kharmor

1. A Unique Dancer of the Grasslands

| am the Lesser Florican, known in Hindi as Kharmor- India's smallest bustard. | do not live
in dense forests or bustling cities, but in the open grasslands that stretch beneath the sky
like a golden sheet. | am shy, slender, and small, and | arrive in these grasslands during the
monsoon season to breed. My calls and leaps bring the fields to life — and often, | even
entertain farmers with my performance.
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2. 31T, U<k} fAerardr § 3R uRaR @ Come, let me introduce you to my family

H1GI/ Female

T 3T S &2 A ST Aisfehd & ded & Sasht S=h gich & |

Did you know? My leap is as high as a bicycle handlebar!

;" ’ i[? 7
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# &fig 45 A&tz S gt §, N R R gw
B Tt weirft gl & it g2 @ g9t @1 39k
Y § AR W F 3R Athe T h GeRa
yTRaT gidht &, R v g &R R 71 & gia &1 fr
S @ afdal ot § g7 el R-AmET g S
= o1 S & a1 31 oft a5 oft e ug oa @)

AT T 51 @t St aur = I 2 gt gieht
€ | ST & \iaH &Y Fend J g3t 3 o
giar &, Jfhe uiaet & | & S g e
qfsehet g 8l

[55 gu ugd, aiast § R wR g=at 3 =9 fomn
I | IThT GIVOT 3R 3@ T hIH Hd! gl
o1 & 312 & agr Aerdt, at aga @ s & - s
AT IRT 3R e T, 9D 3 g9 7 oS @ By
ST & hlE I ST @ 3 Tl Gehar uT, 3R
gl I QRIS @ar U1l gR g, S5 g Ikt
ITeh AT It HIZ-ole R St ot smuch @at
IHaE Ugara & at R & , & 99 @ @,
SYR-IW Egd R ITR AT Fil Tehet A Y
hifNer FA 21l

I’m about 45 centimetres tall, with a small
crest on my head that makes me unique. My
body is adorned with striking black and
white markings, while my wings and legs are
brown. But when winter arrives, both me
and female begin to look alike- my bright
colours fade, and my shine dims too.

The female is about 51 centimetres long and
slightly larger than the me. At the start of
the breeding season, | am easy to spot, but
once | settle in the nest, | become difficult
to find.

[A few weeks ago, my adorable chicks
hatched from their eggs—tiny, about the size
of a pencil. The mother florican takes care
of the chicks until they start to fly and
become independent. Their brown and
black colours help them blend perfectly
into the grass, keeping them safe from
predators.

Every morning, as soon as they woke up,
mother florican feed them insects,
caterpillars, and pests that harm your crops.
They played happily, ran around, and even
tried to imitate their mother.]
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3.89 IUCN Rfahar A

ATUE 3TUeh! TEHTH A gl, Afehe 31T WRd & T MrFgRmel! @ d ¥ Ueh g—adifeh 3y o of
et 3 Yehdt & s HRUT A, gAR TR 321 H AR TE=AT gea chaet 500-600 deh fRAwe s g1 &=
sifeaa ik @ar 7 §, 3iik ofa gt IUCN (Wepfa & TiReror & fAg siaRidta ©@w) &Y siaid Teheusd

geifaat 6t gt & @r T g

The IUCN status tells us how much
danger a species is in and how close it
might be to disappearing forever. This
information is shared through the IUCN
Red List.

IUCN &t fRfS gd Fardt & & &S oot

fehet @R # & 3R g ghs & forg g g
& fohd i 81 T SR IUCN 33 foie
& SIRRT greT <hY STt &1

@

Critically Endangered

9T Y @ dgg e &

It means "critically endangered."

About my IUCN status

You may not realize it, but you are among the luckiest people in India — because you still
get to see me. Due to many reasons, our population across the country has dropped to
just 500-600 individuals. My existence is under severe threat, and | am now listed as
Critically Endangered by the IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature).

Page No.7 | qEsh. ©



4. ¥ gl W@l §2 — MR | W O - Yo 919 & ASH
I 999 FUIET YRA & AT, Jed U2, ORI, dheilcdh, gl Uaam 3R

HERTE & U9 & A2 Ue & | A S8 3@ # Wiell & Yahd! &, Afeh AR
forg & Sfias 9 sRyR &)

& U1 &1 fament orgw gla g—go ulad fBurd &, $o w2 wwd & it garr

@I gd g1 afkal @ W gdst g9 Al A AFYA & 91y deiRd, A 3R
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Scan the QR code to hear the sound of

Among all the birds of India, my dance is the my display

most remarkable—my leaps into the air, and
the unique sound of my fluttering wings.

When dark clouds roll in and the air smells like wet
earth, | begin my performance. | leap straight up—
sometimes higher than a bicycle wheel—twisting,
flapping, and calling to catch the eye of a female
watching from below. It’s like a magic trick: one
moment I'm hidden in the grass, and the next, | leap
into the air!

My dance declares:
"I am here — healthy, strong, and ready to start a
family."
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6. BRI HISH- {1 w1et 3k Frst & ey R g &
& AT gt WS |

SI9 SRATd ST § SR STEHE ¥ Ut SRAdT 8, a9 qggt
FTET HST1 ehl STERd Bid! 8, Hifch H I AT Igd DAl
T §, IS § SR 370 F1eft Al FHT el AIFAT el G

R W1 1 82 T & <ol H3 Igd Al &:

g (Fiere) — BT SMMER fegl S v fY el w oft
SeTRA giaT 8, Ored sel U & Y wae! &l g aret
IR H T STt B

dteed - g 3R Uifw!

Hifedr - BIE TR dTehaar, iR TR Ue & forg afeam|

geett/ A (herfierR) — 794 3R @il
3R oft Igd TR BR Hie N @M H foe 7 g3 8!

dt SnTelt IR 59 A g3t fohelt &2 A | god @, I\sT
ST — # (9T UEtET W1 §6 36T !

My Food - The Caterpillars and Insects You
Dislike Are My Favorite Meal!

When the monsoon arrives and the sky pours
down rain, | need extra energy- because that’s
when | jump, fly, and try to impress my mate!

So, what do | eat? Here are some of my favorites:

Grasshoppers - a delicious breakfast!
Locusts — I munch on them and help farmers by
eating these crop pests.
Beetles — crunchy and full of goodness!
Ants - small but strong, and great for my belly.
Caterpillars - soft and tasty!
And many more tiny insects on my food menu!

So the next time you see me walking in a green
field, know that | am probably searching for my
favorite dish
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Did You Know? The Lesser Florican helps farmers by feeding on
grasshoppers and other crop-damaging insects.
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Fascinating Facts About the Nest — From a Mother Kharmor’s
Perspective

| love tall and dense grass for building my nest. | usually lay 3 to 4 eggs, each about
49 x 41 mm in size. Their colour is a light olive-brown, marked with spots, streaks,
and speckles. | lay these eggs directly on the open ground. | sit on them with great
care — about 21 days — completely silent, so no one can find me. But during this time,
our eggs are very vulnerable. Sometimes predators appear. Sometimes tractors or
cattle unknowingly trample the nest.

At times, stray dogs or wild animals cause harm. Still, we do not give up. We try again
—just as we have for centuries. When my chicks hatch, they are tiny but very agile.
They stay with me for about 15 to 30 days. Compared to the males, my chicks and |
remain in the breeding grounds for at least a month longer. To us, these eggs are

treasures.
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unintentionally
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Battling the Od_é]s
What Threatens My Survival
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Farm tractors crush nests Spread of Vilayati Babool Habitat loss

PeSficides

¢l @ U STHae gias
Rt age o1 g

T ok A hl ¥ T
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Ua_Taeeh! hl ST g1

START gt i Tadt Tear

3¢ fARR

T35 @t & g7 3R s1gdiet W
farcTeft Y ARt &1 gear g asig @
uf@ysit hY cerrrens w4 g ST

T A aht SRR &t et

@ (ATEAT) 1 SRR

N

Predators

Hunting . Mining

* Nests crushed under tractors

* Spread of invasive Prosopis juliflora

* Shrinking grasslands

* Rising number of renewable-energy projects and
wind turbines on grassland habitats

* Increasing numbers of free-ranging dogs

* Illegal hunting

* Modern farming machinery and harmful agro-
chemicals

» Expansion of powerlines, leading to bird
collisions and deaths

* Lack of awareness among local communities
 Impacts of mining activities
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The Dangers | Face -
"A Shrinking World"

Every year, | lose more space. Fields
creep into my grasslands. Pesticides
poison my food, power lines cut
across my  skies. Roads, factories,
and fences leave no room for
dancing or nesting. | am running out
of time, and | need your help.
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LESSER o e wae
FLORICAN CHICK LESSER FLORICAN FEMALE

Let’s play a maze puzzle!

I’m a little chick, and my mother is lost.
You are my only companion now—I trust you.
Guide me safely through all the dangers,
My mother is waiting for me at the far end with hope in her eyes.
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Printed from
THE TIMES OF INDIA

Lesser Floricans' sighting in Pench stuns wildlife
buffs

\M

- Nagpur: A critically endangered Lesser Florican, the smallest bird
a in the bustard family, has been spotted in Pench Tiger Reserve
= (PTR), Maharashtra. This is the first record of the bird in the tiger

reserve.

Two individual birds were sighted by well-known bird expert
Avinash Bhagat of Mumbai in the tiger reserve's Boat Camp area
on Tuesday during a jungle safari. There is good grassland in this
area of Pench

= Talking to TOI, Pench deputy director Prabhu Nath Shukla said, “It
“" istrue. This is the first record of Lesser Floricans in the tiger
reserve. During our surveys, we recorded 367 bird species but
these endemic birds were not sighted. We will now include them in the management plan.”

Among the six species of bustards (Otididae) that occur in the Indian subcontinent, the Lesser Florican and the
Great Indian Bustard (GIB) are endemic to the Indian subcontinent.

10. Incidents that happened to me in 2024

“What a beautiful day it was! | was on my own rhythm.
Someone saw me... was astonished, and a tiny world was saved.”
Il Pench Tiger Conservation Area ||

"friends, do you remember that day in May 2024? Oh, what an exciting day it was!

My friend and | were flying over the tall grass, searching for a quiet place to rest — and
guess what? We ended up in a beautiful place called the Pench Tiger Reserve!

We had no idea it was important until we noticed a man, overjoyed, holding a camera.
His name was Avinash Bhagat. He was thrilled, even emotional, when he saw us. We
heard him exclaim, ‘Lesser Florican... here??

No one had ever seen a Florican in Pench before. Seeing both of us there brought great
happiness—and that happiness led to change.

The forest department even revised its plans so that birds like us could be safe here
here.

Just imagine—simply by flying, we changed the future of an entire sanctuary!

Do you see now how a small flight, a dance, and just our presence can create such a big
impact?”
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Tadoba Tiger Reserve Attracts Rare Birds
In Village-Free Area

The reserve is home to more than 100 individual tigers, making it one of the most important
conservation landscapes in central India

Press Trust of India  India News Apr 13, 2025 11:10 am IST ®

Read Time: 3 mins # Share [T’

"Click! That sudden moment when | was captured on camera
Location: Andheri, Tadoba National Park — a lush green grassland."

| was walking with great pride, even dancing a little, when suddenly | heard an unusual click
sound. | was startled — could it be a predator?

But to my surprise, it was the forest department rangers, joyfully talking among themselves,
saying, “Our trap camera has captured a photo of the Lesser Florican!” They were saying that
our forest is home to many beautiful and extraordinary animals and birds, and we protect
them all.

“If the Florican has started appearing here too, then there can be no greater news for the
entire country,” they said — because no human had ever seen a Florican in Tadoba before. |
never really wanted to be seen — but then | thought, how wonderful it would be if we found
such new safe homes across the land! Still, | remembered — even today, in Shokaliya (Ajmer)
and its nearby fields, my dear friends — farmers and children — eagerly await my return.
Because | am the herald of the rains, the special friend of the farmers.
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Forest department faces flak after rescued lesser florican
dies

Prasad Joshi / TNN / Updated: Nov 2, 2022, 12:09 IST (7 sune ] (S) [FouLowus &

A lesser florican — a critically endangered bird that was rescued in an injured condition from Himayat Bagh on
October 27 — succumbed to its wounds. The forest department on Tuesday revealed that the bird had died within
hours of being rescued. This sparked widespread criticism.

)‘1 AURANGABAD: A lesser florican — a critically

endangered bird that was rescued in an injured

- ‘_' condition from Himayat Bagh on October 27 —

7, succumbed to its wounds.

= The forest department on Tuesday revealed that
the bird had died within hours of being rescued.
This sparked widespread criticism. Incidentally, no
= avian veterinary expert was available with the

! Aurangabad forest department to treat the rare
bird.

"If only | had received timely treatment too..."

"l couldn’t survive... but my soul speaks to you now — about that tragic incident which
brought my life to an untimely end." The place was Himayat Bagh in Aurangabad. The
strength in my wings was gone — they were broken. My legs could no longer support me. |
was exhausted — struggling between flight and fall, trying to escape... all because of stray
dogs chasing me down to eat me. Near a stream, | was hiding and trying to survive... when
a man named Sheikh Shoaib, someone with a deep love for birds, found me. At first, he
thought | was a waterbird. But after carefully looking at my claws and feathers, he realized
| was something rare. As soon as he met Wildlife Warden Kishor Pathak, the warden
recognized me instantly and exclaimed, "Oh! This is a Lesser Florican!"

They tried their best — treating me, caring for me. But no expert veterinarian came on
time.

Without the proper guidance and medical support, | couldn’t be saved. My wings couldn't
fly again. As | lay dying, | remembered — in 2020, my flight path had been noticed by the
ministry. But now... the grasslands are changing. Our routes are vanishing. Where do we
land? Where do we rest? How do we reduce the fatigue of our long journeys? So many
questions. But the answers... they are not with us. They are with you. And with that
thought, | slowly faded away... into the eternal sleep of death — a premature and untimely
death.
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Look carefully! Which three features are missing in the
male Lesser Florican in the picture on the right?
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| am found in only seven states:
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka,
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Telangana and
some parts of Andhra Pradesh.

10°0'0"N
10°0'0"N

In Rajasthan, during the monsoon
season, | am mainly seen in the Ajmer
district, especially around Shokaliya,
Bhinay, Sarwar, Kekri, Tatoti, Arain, and
Nasirabad.

Legend

- Higher Distribution of Lesser Florican

Lower Distribution of Lesser Florican
I I States of India
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Where Is My Home?
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My home in Rajasthan and Gujarat.
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Let me tell you about two of my homes.

Gujarat- The golden grasslands of Velavadar are
truly beautiful. The people there welcome us
with great affection. They protect us, and after
our long flights, when we land there, they greet
us with joy. Children, the elderly, and the youth
all come together to help conserve us.

Rajasthan— Near Ajmer, we have made our home,
but the grasslands suitable for us are scattered in
small, distant patches. It is difficult to dance,
raise our chicks, and keep them safe.
Unintentional human activity—such as people
passing through or working in the fields—causes
serious damage to our nests.

Now, in both Velavadar and Ajmer, only your
support can save us. Otherwise, we may
disappear from the earth forever. We hope you
will help us and restore our home
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Poem

Rajasthan’s a land so bold and bright,
With sandy dunes and stars at night!
Its animals are wild and grand,
And birds that dance upon the land!

But wait, who'’s that with feathers neat?
It’s Kharmor Bird with dancing feet!
A symbol of joy, of rain and cheer,
And a farmer’s friend throughout the year!

With a wiggly walk and a fancy show,
He struts around like, “Look at me go!”
So come along, don’t miss the treat,
Let’s learn about this bird so sweet!

Poem - By Sanchi Shrivastav
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Friends, Let’s Fill the Colours in My Sketch!
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12. Conservation Heroes - "Hope in Human Hearts"

But it’s not all gloom. Conservationists, forest guards, local communities, and scientists
are working to save us. They track our movements, protect our nests, and teach farmers to
care for grasslands. Children are joining nature clubs. Artists are painting our stories.
We are not forgotten. not yet.
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When people and nature join hands—Farmers, students, and forest guards come
together to save the sky dancer!

03-Sept-2024 9:03:32 am
26.2013841N 74.8658813E.
344N,

RJ SH 26, Shokaliya, Rajasthan 305601, India
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il AR feEt ATt (BNHS) &t RamuAT 15 fidsr 1883 @l g8 off| I8 YRd &l Ied QR 3R
T F8t TR-TRPRY TS B & Uk 8, ST Uepfd W07 SR Sig fafderar srgeem & forg gafta 2l
fUea 140 auf &, figauaay AR WRd 6t Urepfden duar i 381, UTepfder JETEHT & Tad IudT
! FgIaT & 3R I gd et ifedt o forg gafazor &t qrem & e g8 1 Sguaay srgay™ &
fafea &1 &l Srger= & ArenH & Tgah &t 8 3R sruf ufafdd uf3ent "SiHe 3Tt & & ARa fgedt
TIETSE" T USRI et gl 39 T & dhs URig Upfafde Sfs @ €, S=d #agr ueht fagr =i
Geft\ 3reft 3R ga.fee Reat ug@ 81 sftgrq=aad ot Anfesier Rigia gaam a8l 381 8 foh uepfa dreror
T MR ATMh S g1 AR - 3R T} FoaRyRT 39 ud sremer <. Tefty oreft & wraf |
WE &Y ¥ eAhd! 8l

digagaad 1 3824 (Mission)
Tehfcl SRl TRETUT AT, faRiwens Sia fafaerar &, e, frer 3R SH-SiReehar IR SyTRd it &
Aqrend I
digrgaas & gf® (Vision)
e Qa1 sy, gt Sar ok uesfar ueh &) | & Sfia g, siat Wk &) uiRkf@ifes farma &t amfies
TRETUT 3R UTepfcleh HHTLHT e FHSTERT HR SUTIT H HHTeTehx 3@ S|

About Bombay Natural Society (BNHS)

The Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS), established on 15 September 1883, is
one of India’s oldest and largest non-governmental organizations dedicated to
nature conservation and biodiversity research. For over 140 years, BNHS has
worked to protect India’s natural wealth, promote the sustainable use of natural
resources, and safeguard the environment for present and future generations.
Throughout its history, BNHS has supported a wide range of research initiatives
through grants and has published the prestigious Journal of the Bombay Natural
History Society. The Society has been home to many renowned naturalists,
including legendary ornithologists Dr Salim Ali and S. Dillon Ripley. The guiding
principle of BNHS has always been that conservation must be rooted in rigorous
scientific research—a philosophy exemplified by its former president, Dr Salim Ali.

Mission of BNHS
To conserve nature, primarily biological diversity, through action based on
research, education, and public awareness.

Vision of BNHS
A future where humanity lives in harmony with nature, and where India's ecological
heritage is preserved through science-based conservation and wise use of natural
resources.
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ST & YU & I IRefeh (F=asiia) Ud g a=geiig ufaareres (CWLW) dt sifaRss uem 3=
g TR&h (APCCF) & g3Id & YR W, 3R & IU I W& (DyCF) hied gRT aiel AdRd
2t TETEdt (BNHS) & 2Michferar & & WRAR UR Udh TRETUT-chisd TeTOT ehel= ohl STRIY foharm |
q& a=gsita ufuretes, I i RAwiRer & $aR, BNHS 3 4 75 2017 @l I Sied d U
ORATSHT URATa Udd foha |

§9%h UG #, g9 25 s 2017 Hl g7 gaeiig UfduTeieh & Sraferd ¥ Ueh Wieptd U UTed gt
(& shAfeR: F4(T)/Vividha/CWLW/2017-18/3989)| 39 UHd, Seis-3Ted 2017 & &RM, T
et Tg<h gderuT Smafoia forar o, fOd a=astta @M= (W), & hide HisstM (TCF), SR
fafera =g o= fawmt = ot feram (Dutta et al. 2018)|

g TY<h AN o HTenH F @RAR hl URIAek fRAf 3R fararor et simerer fevar mam| g9 ufehar & W,
TCF, RT1g wWaddd Tire-, a= AT 8ik sreh Waidaen! 3 yrfieR) il & gderor uifa & UST=- hiet
(SATE-37Td) & &R 2017 3R 2018 &HT anf # fohy Y| 39 & @R Us=9 Feii (2017 SR
2018) #, ISR R AT & &A1 H T 30-40 TR TRARI &l YT 3Tdciich- fohar | feh R
3R ATET &Y FAT THI SRR AL SiTe 8, 3R Go ufeidl & 3rgey 3§ ST &l AHTa-T l &1 | 3&d
g, Ug< Meh{ordT &5 Gd I8k SATHUTH h Seflehl # 97 100-125 @RHR g1 T 1A oT| geilich,
31 gIh! Tedt Txeat Fiar o1 fawg a9 713 g1, 91t 80 R weltiRer &l s & fow &g fasiy @t &t
Sig fafderar farrad e s i Infte gd v # o g, i ag ueft Riga ®u & g o, ok omg-
U & e ft gAY Heg A @ El

About the Project

Based on the recommendation of the Additional Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests (APCCF) and the Chief Wildlife Warden (CWLW) of Rajasthan, the Office of the
Deputy Conservator of Forests (DyCF), Ajmer, approached the Bombay Natural
History Society (BNHS) to conduct a conservation-focused survey of the Lesser
Florican (locally known as Chhota Marghatva) in the Shokaliya region.

Following the CWLW’s recommendation, BNHS submitted a project proposal to his
office on 4 May 2017. A sanction letter was later issued (Ref. No.
F4(T)/Vividha/CWLW/2017-18/3989), dated 25 July 2017. Subsequently, during July-
August 2017, a joint, pan-India survey was carried out in collaboration with the
Wildlife Institute of India (WIl), The Corbett Foundation (TCF), and various State
Forest Departments (Dutta et al. 2018).

The preliminary status and distribution of the Lesser Florican were assessed through
these surveys, which included WII, TCF, local NGOs, volunteers, and State Forest
Department officials. Surveys were conducted during the species’ breeding season
(July—-August) in both 2017 and 2018. Over these two seasons, approximately 30-40
male Lesser Floricans were directly sighted in and around Ajmer. Assuming a roughly
1:1 male-to-female ratio and accounting for undetected individuals, earlier estimates
suggested the presence of 100-125 Lesser Floricans in the Shokaliya region and
adjoining areas. However, their continued decline has now become a serious cause
for concern. We are currently working to save the Lesser Florican by designating six
specific locations as Biodiversity Heritage Sites, allowing the bird to live safely, and
the surrounding communities are also helping us.
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Government Collaboration and Institutional Support

Effective conservation of the Lesser Florican requires strong and sustained coordination with
government agencies, particularly because the species predominantly breeds outside formally
protected areas. The Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) has obtained official approval from
the Chief Wildlife Warden (CWLW) of Rajasthan to undertake scientific monitoring, habitat
assessment, and conservation interventions across the Ajmer district. This authorisation facilitates
systematic field surveys, deployment of trained field personnel, and direct collaboration with both
territorial and wildlife wings of the Forest Department.

In parallel, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between BNHS and the Rajasthan State
Biodiversity Board (RSBB) is currently under development. The proposed MoU seeks to formalise
long-term institutional cooperation, promote conservation planning beyond protected-area
boundaries, and strengthen knowledge exchange between scientific institutions and state
agencies.

Within this broader institutional framework, the agro-pastoral landscape of Shokliya and its
surrounding regions in Rajasthan has emerged as a strong candidate for declaration as a
Biodiversity Heritage Site (BHS). This landscape not only supports critical breeding and habitat
requirements of the Lesser Florican but also represents a traditional land-use system where
biodiversity has been sustained through community-managed practices. BNHS is presently
engaged in detailed ecological studies, landscape-level assessments, and stakeholder
consultations in this region, and is in the process of preparing formal proposals for the
identification and notification of potential BHS sites.

For a species such as the Lesser Florican—highly dependent on community-managed agro-pastoral
lands, revenue grasslands, and semi-natural fallows—such institutional partnerships and policy-
driven initiatives are essential to ensure the long-term persistence of viable populations beyond
the boundaries of conventional protected areas.
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User Forum

Different facilities for users
https://eiacp.moef.gov.in/drc/eiacp/centre/BNHS
website are as follows:

on

e More than 65,000 bibliographical references on
Indian birds.

e Access to informative databases developed by the
Centre. Databases include Endemic birds of India,
Threatened birds of India, Important Bird Areas
(IBAs), Marine birds of India, and others.

e List of other EIACP Centres on various subject areas
for navigating through information on different
subjects related to the environment.

e Link to the websites and journals pertaining to
Avian Ecology.

e Kid’s Centre, aimed towards school-going children,
provides interesting facts on birds.

e All issues of Buceros, the Centre’s newsletter, can
be downloaded in PDF format.

e |nformative PowerPoint presentations on birds are
available for download.

e The glossary has more than 300 ornithological
terms explained.

e Contacts of eminent experts
studies.

in ornithological

Request for Articles and Literature
Dear Readers,

1) You are welcome to contribute articles and
photographs pertaining to avian ecology, to our
newsletter. Kindly email your submissions to
buceros@bnhs.org.

2) To strengthen our databases we would request you
to send us literature, which is not available on our
website.

Feedback and Queries

You can send your feedback pertaining to our website
and Buceros newsletter via email or through our
website. Any queries related to avian ecology can also
be sent to

eiacp@bnhs.org or bnhs-env@nic.in

IUGRTRd] BIRA

https://eiacp.moef.gov.in/drc/eiacp/centre/BNHS
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	1.   घास के मैदानों का एक अनोखा नृतक।

	खरमोर
	Kharmor
	1. A Unique Dancer of the Grasslands
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	2.  आइए, आपको मिलवाता हूँ अपने परिवार से
	Come, let me introduce you to my family

	नर/Male
	मादा/ Female
	बच्चा/Chick
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	मैं करीब 45 सेंटीमीटर ऊँचा होता हूँ, मेरे सिर पर एक छोटी सी कलंगी होती है जो मुझे खास बनाती है। इसके साथ ही शरीर पर काले और सफेद रंग की खूबसूरत धारियाँ होती हैं, मेरे पंख व पैर भूरे रंग के होते हैं। लेकिन जैसे ही सर्दियाँ आती हैं हम दोनों नर-मादा एक जैसे दिखने लग जाते हैं मेरा रंग भी चमक भी कम पड़ जाते हैं।
	मादा लगभग 51 सेमी ऊँची तथा नर से थोड़ी बड़ी होती है । प्रजनन के मौसम की शुरुआत में मुझे देखना आसान होता है, लेकिन घोंसले में रहने के बाद मुझे ढूँढ़ना मुश्किल होता है।
	[कुछ हफ्ते पहले, घोंसले में मेरे प्यारे बच्चो ने जन्म लिया उनकी माँ उनका पोषण और देखरेक का काम करती है। जब वे अंडे से बाहर निकले, तो बहुत ही छोटे थे - उनका रंग भूरा और काला था, जिससे वे घास में अच्छे से छिप जाते थे। कोई उन्हें आसानी से देख नहीं सकता था, और यही उन्हें सुरक्षित रखता था। हर सुबह, उठते ही उनको उनकी माँ उनको कीड़े-लट और जो भी आपके खेतो को नुकसान पहुंचाते हैं वो खिलाती हैं , वे मज़े से खेलते, इधर-उधर दौड़ते और उनकी माँ की नकल करने की कोशिश करते है।]
	I’m about 45 centimetres tall, with a small crest on my head that makes me unique. My body is adorned with striking black and white markings, while my wings and legs are brown. But when winter arrives, both me and female begin to look alike– my bright colours fade, and my shine dims too.
	The female is about 51 centimetres long and slightly larger than the me. At the start of the breeding season, I am easy to spot, but once I settle in the nest, I become difficult to find.
	[A few weeks ago, my adorable chicks hatched from their eggs—tiny, about the size of a pencil. The mother florican takes care of the chicks until they start to fly and become independent. Their brown and black colours help them blend perfectly into the grass, keeping them safe from predators. Every morning, as soon as they woke up, mother florican feed them insects, caterpillars, and pests that harm your crops. They played happily, ran around, and even tried to imitate their mother.]
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	3. मेरी IUCN स्थिति के बारे में
	शायद आपको एहसास न हो, लेकिन आप भारत के सबसे भाग्यशाली लोगों में से एक हैं—क्योंकि आप अब भी मुझे देख सकते हैं। कई कारणों से, हमारे पूरे देश में हमारी संख्या घटकर केवल 500–600 तक सिमट गई है। मेरा अस्तित्व गंभीर खतरे में है, और अब मुझे IUCN (प्रकृति के संरक्षण के लिए अंतरराष्ट्रीय संघ) की अत्यंत संकटग्रस्त प्रजातियों की सूची में रखा गया है।
	IUCN की स्थिति हमें बताती है कि कोई प्रजाति कितने खतरे में है और वह हमेशा के लिए लुप्त होने के कितने करीब है। यह जानकारी IUCN रेड लिस्ट के ज़रिए साझा की जाती है।
	इसका अर्थ हैं बेहद संकट में
	It means "critically endangered."


	About my IUCN status
	You may not realize it, but you are among the luckiest people in India – because you still get to see me. Due to many reasons, our population across the country has dropped to just 500–600 individuals. My existence is under severe threat, and I am now listed as Critically Endangered by the IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature).

	Page No. 7 | पृष्ट क्र. ७

	4. मैं कहाँ रहता हूँ? – भारत में मेरे घर - सुन्दर घास के मैदान
	Where do I live? – My Home in India – The Beautiful Grasslands
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	5. भारत के सभी पक्षियों में सबसे अद्भूत मेरा ही नृत्य होता हैं, छलांगे, पंखो के फद्फड़ाने की अनोखी आवाज़
	जब बादल घिरते हैं और मिट्टी से भीनी-भीनी खुशबू आती है, तब मैं अपना नृत्य शुरू करता हूं। मैं सीधे ऊपर छलांग लगाता हूं — कभी-कभी तो साइकिल के पहिए से भी ऊंचा! पंख फैलाता हूं, और पंखों की फड़फड़ाहट से तेज़ आवाज़ करता हूं, ताकि मादा मुझे देखे। यह किसी जादू जैसा होता है — एक पल मैं घास में छिपा होता हूं,और अगले ही पल हवा में छलांग लगाता दिखता हूं !
	मेरा नृत्य कहता है: “मैं यहां हूं, मैं  स्वस्थ, ताकतवर और परिवार बनाने लायक हूँ|

	Among all the birds of India, my dance is the most remarkable—my leaps into the air, and the unique sound of my fluttering wings.
	When dark clouds roll in and the air smells like wet earth, I begin my performance. I leap straight up—sometimes higher than a bicycle wheel—twisting, flapping, and calling to catch the eye of a female watching from below. It’s like a magic trick: one moment I'm hidden in the grass, and the next, I leap into the air!
	My dance declares: "I am here — healthy, strong, and ready to start a family."
	मेरे प्रदर्शन की आवाज़ सुनने के लिए  QR कोड को स्कैन करें



	क्या आप जानते हैं? प्रजनन काल के दौरान नर एक दिन में 500 बार तक नृत्य करता है!
	Did you know? The male dances up to 500 times in a day during the breeding season!
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	6. मेरा भोजन- जिन लटो और कीड़ो से आप परेशान होते हैं वही मेरा पसंदीदा भोजन |
	My Food – The Caterpillars and Insects You Dislike Are My Favorite Meal!
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	क्या आप जानते हैं ? खरमोर पक्षी टिड्डे और टिड्डियों जैसे कीटों को खाकर किसानों की मदद करते हैं।
	7 . घोंसले की रोचक बाते - माँ खरमोर की जुबानी
	Fascinating Facts About the Nest – From a Mother Kharmor’s Perspective
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	8. विपरीत परिस्थितियों से जंग: मेरी उत्तरजीविता के खतरे
	Battling the Odds What Threatens My Survival
	खरमोर की घटती संख्या के कारण
	Why the Lesser Florican is Disappearing
	• Nests crushed under tractors  • Spread of invasive Prosopis juliflora  • Shrinking grasslands  • Rising number of renewable-energy projects and wind turbines on grassland habitats  • Increasing numbers of free-ranging dogs  • Illegal hunting  • Modern farming machinery and harmful agro-chemicals  • Expansion of powerlines, leading to bird collisions and deaths  • Lack of awareness among local communities  • Impacts of mining activities
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	9. मेरे सामने आने वाले खतरे - "एक सिकुड़ती दुनिया"
	.

	The Dangers I Face –  "A Shrinking World"
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	Tractors/Heavy machinary
	Free- ranging dogs
	High-  Tension Power     Line
	Let’s play a maze puzzle!
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	10. “2024 मे घटी हुई मेरे साथ घटनाएं"
	“कितना सुन्दर दिन था वो, मैं अपनी धुन में| देखा किसी ने चोंक गया, बच गया एक छोटा सा संसार|” || पेंच बाघ संरक्षित क्षेत्र ||

	10. Incidents that happened to me in 2024
	“What a beautiful day it was! I was on my own rhythm. Someone saw me… was astonished, and a tiny world was saved.”  || Pench Tiger Conservation Area ||
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	📸 खटाक क्लिक - वो दिन जब अचानक ही मैं कैद हुआ कैमरे में -       स्थान - अंधेरी, ताडोबा नेशनल पार्क - हरा घास का मैदान
	📸 "Click! That sudden moment when I was captured on camera     Location: Andheri, Tadoba National Park – a lush green grassland."

	Page No. 18 | पृष्ट क्र. १८
	काश ! की मुझे भी मिल पाता समय पर इलाज ||
	"If only I had received timely treatment too..."
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	11.  घास के मैदान ही क्यों महत्वपूर्ण हैं - " घास के मैदान भी प्राकृतिक  जंगल होते हैं "
	Why Are Grasslands Important? – "Grasslands Are Natural Forests Too"
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	ध्यान से देखो! दाईं ओर की तस्वीर में नर खरमोर में कौन सी 3 चीज़ें गायब हैं ?
	1)............................................
	2)............................................
	3)............................................
	Look carefully! Which three features are missing in the male Lesser Florican in the picture on the right?
	1)............................................
	2)............................................
	3)............................................
	11. मेरे घर कहाँ-कहाँ है |
	Where Is My Home?
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	12.  मेरा घर राजस्थान और गुजरात में  ।
	My home in Rajasthan and Gujarat.
	मेरे घरो का हाल सुनिए ।
	गुजरात- वेलावादर के सुनहरे घास के मैदान, बहुत ही सुन्दर और आप ही के भाई-बहिन,  जो हमें बहुत स्नेह देते हैं| हमारी सुरक्षा करते हैं जब लम्बी उड़ानों के बाद हम वहां उतरते हैं वे हमें देखकर बहूत खुश होते हैं साथ ही हमारे संरक्षण में बच्चे, बूड़े और जवान सभी एक साथ जुटे हुए हैं|
	राजस्थान - अजमेर के आस पास हमारा डेरा हैं पर यहाँ हमारे रहने योग्य घास के मैदान दूर दूर और छोटे छोटे हिस्सों में बटे हुए हैं हमें नाचने, बच्चो को बड़ा करके साथ ले जाने के लिए बहुत संघर्ष करना पड रहा हैं, अनजाने में लोगो के द्वारा गुजरने, खेतो में आने जाने के दौरान, घोसलों को बड़ा नुकसान उठाना पड़ रहा हैं अब वेलावादार और अजमेर दोनों ही जगहों पर हमें आपका सहयोग, ही बचा सकता हैं, नहीं तो हम हमेशा के लिए इस धरती से गायब हो जायेंगे |, हमें आशा हैं आप लोग हमारा अवश्य सहयोग कर आबाद करेंगे।
	Let me tell you about two of my homes.
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	कविता
	कविता - साँची श्रीवास्तव
	Poem
	Poem - By Sanchi Shrivastav
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	दोस्त देखते हैं कौन सबसे सुन्दर रंग भरता हैं||
	Friends, Let’s Fill the Colours in My Sketch!
	13. संरक्षण योद्धा - "मानव हृदयों में आशा"
	12. Conservation Heroes – "Hope in Human Hearts"
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	सरकारी सहयोग एवं संस्थागत समर्थन
	Government Collaboration and Institutional Support
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	Bombay Natural History Society Lesser Florican Project team
	BNHS Team Members
	Local resource team March  2025 - August 2025
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	बॉम्बे नेचुरल हिस्ट्री सोसाइटी  परियोजना दल
	बीएनएचएस  टीम के सदस्य
	स्थानीय संसाधन दल मार्च 2025 - अगस्त 2025

	User Forum
	Different facilities for users on https://eiacp.moef.gov.in/drc/eiacp/centre/BNHS  website are as follows:
	Request for Articles and Literature
	Feedback and Queries
	घास के मैदान बचाओ! खरमोर बचाओ!
	Save Grasslands ! Save Florican!

