
 
VENUE : POINT CALIMERE, TAMIL NADU

BASIC  COURSE IN FIELD ORNITHOLOGY
AND BIRD MIGRATION STUDIES

 

DATES : 13-15 OCTOBER 2023



AIM / GOAL OF THE WORKSHOP
 

To create a network of birders and bird ringers to contribute to the Central Asian Flyway. The training would help us to
create a network of voluntary forces to contribute to bird monitoring and bird ringing.

This workshop focuses mainly to impart training in the field related to bird population monitoring through bird count
and movement through bird marking, in addition to classroom sessions on various aspects of bird migration study

techniques. 

SCHEDULE
DETAILS



BNHS has initiated Bird Ringing study in 1927 and since 1959
has carried out systematic, large scale ringing studies. From
1959 to 2016, more than 7,00,000 birds have been ringed. 
More than 3,000 recoveries have been obtained from 29
countries spanning five continents, namely Asia, Europe,
Africa, Australia and Antarctica. 
From 2016, BNHS has been carrying out bird ringing in Tamil
Nadu, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Ladakh, Gujarat and Maharashtra. Over
35,000 birds have been ringed in these states from 2016 to
2022.
Bird migration studies carried out by BNHS were pivotal in
delineating the boundaries of East Asian- Australasian,
Central Asian, and African-Eurasian flyways. 
BNHS has published “Bird Migration Atlas”, complete with
illustrations and maps, strives to analyse and interpret the
data collected from 1927 to 2017 and discuss the movement
of over 100 bird species from the recoveries and re-sightings. 

BNHS BIRD MIGRATION STUDIES

POINT CALIMERE AND ITS GLOBAL IMPORTANCE

Great Vedaranyam Swamps (GVS) which includes Point Calimere wildlife sanctuary (PTC) is situated along the south-east
coast of India. It is one of the known sites which support massive numbers of waterbirds, particularly globally fragile
shorebirds.Over 290 species of birds have been reported from this area.
Large stretch of shallow mudflat of GVS and he tropical dry evergreen forest of the Point Calimere Wildlife Sanctuary can
not be seen anywhere along the east coast of India.  
A notable record of over seven lakh birds of 68 waterbird species counted on  on a single day during the pre-census in
January 2022,  which formed 84% of the total (one million) population enumerated from all the coastal wetlands along
the east coast of Tamil Nadu. It signifies the global significance of Point Calimere for the migratory birds migrating from
several parts of the World. 
The birds marked in Point Calimere have been recovered from 15 countries (Russia, Kazakhstan, China, Iran, Seychelles &
Hungary).  

Great Knots marked at PTC and Gujarat were recovered in China. Similarly, Great Knot and Lesser Sand Plover ringed
at PTC were recovered in Sri Lanka.
Curlew Sandpipers ringed in Point Calimere was recovered in China Bohai Sea, Russia, Kazakhstan, Honk Kong 
Little Stint ringed in Point Calimere were recovered in Kazakhstan and Russia. 
Flamingo marked in Kazhakstan and Iran were recovered in Point Calimere.
 Curlew Sandpiper ringed in Point Calimere was recovered in Australia
Terek Sandpiper Ringed in Point Calimere was photographed in Seychelles
Rosy Starling marked in Point Calimere recovered in Hungary

Interesting recoveries:



Bird Families and Identification – Waterbirds and Landbirds    – Groups of Birds, Taxonomy (Scientific Names and
Their Significance), Similar Looking Species
How To Count? – Survey Methods, Census Techniques, Technologies Used in Counting/Analysis.
Migration And Flyways – Phenomenon of Migration, History of Migration Studies, Flyways And The Importance of
CAF And EAAF & Threats to migratory birds and challenges that they have to tackle during the long journeys across
different landscapes.
Bird Migration Study Techniques – Basics of bird ringing and data collection. Need to introduce different colour
banding studies. Use of devices. Advantages and limitations of using each technique.
Global significance of Bird Marking Studies in bird conservation & their habitat conservation.
Case Studies – Indian Skimmer conservation, highlights of bird ringing in Mumbai coasts
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